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Levetiracetam
Generic Name :  Levetiracetam
Brand names :  Levipil

Levetiracetam (pronounced “lev-ee-tear-a- see-tam”) is a medicine used to treat Epilepsy. 

Why is it important for my child to take this medicine?
It is important that your child takes Levetiracetam regularly so that they have no seizures or fewer seizures.

Do not stop giving Levetiracetam suddenly, as your child may have more seizures.

What is Levetiracetam available as?
Liquid medicine, Tablets and Injections.

When should I give Levetiracetam?
Twice a day, morning and evening. Ideally, 10-12 hours apart. 
For example, sometime between 7 and 8 am, and between 7 and 8 pm.
There are exceptions, when your doctor may advise you to give it thrice a day. If so, please follow your 
doctors advise. It must be given at the same time every day, so it becomes a routine and there are lesser 
chances of forgetting.

What if I forget to give it?
If you usually give it twice a day: If you remember up to 4 hours after you should have given a dose, give 
your child the missed dose. For example, if you usually give a dose at about 7 am, you can give the missed 
dose at any time up to 11 am. If you remember after that time, do not give the missed dose. Just give the 
next dose as usual.

What if my child is sick (vomits)?
If your child vomits within 30 minutes of taking a dose of the medicine then give the dose again; if your 
child vomits after 30 minutes of taking the second dose, then do not give it again.

Never give a double dose of Levetiracetam.

How much should I give?
Your doctor will work out the amount of Levetiracetam (the dosage) that is right for your child. The dosage 
will be written in your prescription.
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When you first start giving Levetiracetam to your child, you will give them a small amount and then 
increase the dose bit by bit, over a few days or weeks. This helps your child to get used to the medicine. 
Your doctor will explain what to do.

It is important that you follow your doctor’s instructions about how much to give.

The medicine is at the correct dosage when your child is free of seizures or convulsions (fits) and has no 
side effects.
 

How should I give it?
Tablets: These must be swallowed whole with a glass of water, juice or milk. Do not crush or chew them.

Liquid or syrup: Measure out the right amount using an oral syringe or medicine spoon. You can get these 
from your pharmacist. Do not use a kitchen teaspoon as it will not give the right amount.

Are there any possible side-effects?
We use medicines to make our children better, but sometimes they cause effects that we don’t want 
(side-effects). These should get better as your child’s body gets used to the medicine. If they are still a 
problem after 2 weeks or you are worried, contact your doctor, but continue to give levetiracetam. 

•Your child’s behaviour may change – they may feel drowsy (sleepy), seem less alert than normal and 
may not be able to think clearly or remember things. They may develop a tremor (shakiness), or their           
coordination may be affected (they may seem clumsy). They may also have changes in mood and may be 
aggressive or hyperactive (more active than usual and finding it hard to relax). 

•Your child may have a decreased appetite, feel sick (nausea) or be sick (vomit) or have stomach-ache or  
 diarrhoea (runny poo). 

•Your child may have a headache or feel dizzy. 

•They may develop a rash.

If your child develops rash, then stop medications and seek immediate advice from a 
doctor.
There may sometimes be other side-effects that are not listed above. If you notice anything unusual 
and are concerned, contact your doctor. 

For further information please refer to the manufacturer’s patient information leaflet.
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